SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 27th October 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Jones, Pettitt and Smith and also from County Cllr J Scott.


(80/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (81/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Bartlett, Planning application 08/01868/FULL as a near neighbour of the property.
Cllr Osborne, Agenda item 7e, Recommendation 9 Rent Review Sandy Football Club as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.
 (b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Bartlett, Planning application 08/01868/FULL as a near neighbour of the property.
Cllr Scott, Agenda item 7e, Recommendation 9 Rent Review Sandy Football Club as President of Sandy Football Club.

3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(82/08)

The Clerk reported that she had received apologies from PC Prutton that day, together with a summary of crime committed in September in Sandy, this was circulated to Members.
Cllr Gale asked whether an incident concerning youths at the Village Hall had been investigated and the Clerk undertook to find out what she could.

4.  Oral questions from electors



(83/08)

An elector asked when requested repairs in order to silence a metal entrance gate at Bedford Road Recreation Ground would be undertaken. The Deputy Clerk responded that the work had been ordered and would be carried out shortly.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(84/08)

Cllr Bartlett, having previously declared a prejudicial interest, left the chamber before consideration of the application.
(See list attached)
6.  Mayoral communications  






(85/08) 
16.9.08           With other Town Councillors and staff attended the
                      Launch of a Sandy Town Plan Initiative in the new

                      Pavilion.

20.9.08           Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of

                      Huntingdon’s “Last night at the Proms” concert.
21.9.08           With the Mayoress attended the Mayor of 

                      Godmanchester’s Annual Civic Service in St. Mary 

                      the Virgin Parish Church. 
                      Attended, with the Mayoress, the Chairman of 

                      Mid-Beds District Council’s Annual Civic Service

                      at St. Andrew’s Church, Biggleswade.
25.9.08           Supported by the Mayoress, attended the R.S.P.B’s

                      Reception at The Mall Galleries in London.
26.9.08          With the Mayoress attended the ‘World’s Biggest Coffee 

                     Morning’ in aid of MacMillan’s at both St Swithun’s

                     VC Lower School and Allison House.
2.10.08           Supported by the Mayoress, gave a talk on the Town

                      Mayor and Town Council to the Sandy Methodist Church 

                      Girls Brigade.
3.10.08          Attended, with the Mayoress, the unveiling of a

                     Memorial to PC Jon Henry at the Arndale Centre, Luton.
4.10.08          The Mayoress performed the drawing of the Community

                      Raffle, at Gabriel’s, in aid of the Sandy Youth Club and 

                      RBL Forces Appeal.

7.10.08          With the Mayoress, attended the Civic Opening of the 

                      Bridge Fair in Peterborough followed by a Sausage

                      Supper.

8.10.08           Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 

                       Houghton Regis’ Charity Chinese Dinner at Dragon 

                       City, Dunstable, which included the presentation of the

                       Houghton Regis Community Awards.

6.  Mayoral communications  
(Cont)


(85/08) 
10.10.08          Attended with the Mayoress, Councillor and Mrs Gale,

                       the Chairman of Fenland District Council’s Charity Ball

                       At the Oliver Cromwell Hotel in March.

11.10.08          With the Town Clerk, attended a Central Bedfordshire

                       Rural Conference at The Cloisters, Whipsnade Zoo.

                       Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 

                       Stevenage’s Reception Dinner and Dance at the 

                       Stevenage Arts Leisure Centre which included the 

                       Pride of Stevenage Awards Ceremony.

12.10.08          Attended with the Mayoress, the Chairman of Stotfold

                       Town Council’s Civic Service in St Mary’s Church.

13.10.08          Supported by Cllr Aldis and the Deputy Clerk, 

                       welcomed members of Sandye Place Middle School 

                       Council to the Chamber for a meeting as part of Local

                       Democracy Week.

18.10.08          With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton 

                       Linslade’s Charity Ball at the Leighton Buzzard Golf 

                       Club.

19.10.08          Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Flitwick’s

                       Annual Civic Service at the Rufus Centre.

24.10.08          Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of

                       Bedfordshire County Council’s Reception at County

                       Hall.

26.10.08          With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of March’s 

                       Civic Service at St Mary’s Church, Westry.

DEPUTY MAYOR 
21.09.08           Attended the Mayor of Potton’s Civic Service

                        at St Mary’s Church, Potton.

27.9.08             With the support of members of the Sandy

                        Enhancement Group, presented the Best Kept Road

                        Award to the residents of Bickerdike’s Gardens, 

                        Sandy.

 6.10.08             Attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire’s 

                         Church Service for Her Majesty’s Judges at St 

                         Mary’s Church, Luton.

6.  Mayoral communications  
(Cont)


(85/08) 
The Mayor reported on the Central Bedfordshire Conference attended by himself and the Clerk.  Topics covered were the impact of the rural and urban growth agenda and how the new authority will engage with communities.

Community Area Networks were discussed with the Mayor and Clerk putting forward the view that one should be centred on Sandy and its surrounding villages to the west.  Others believed that Sandy should be linked to Biggleswade and Stotfold as one Network, with the villages forming their own Network.

Cllr Mrs Sutton thanked the Deputy Mayor for his assistance with Sandy Enhancement Group’s activities throughout the summer and for presenting the Best Kept Street award.
7.  Minutes and Reports 







(86/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 15th September 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.


(b) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 22nd September 2008.  

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record:

(c) Meeting of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 1st October.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
Recommendations:

3. Matters Arising, the Riddy

(b) Upgrading of the Kingfisher Way to Official Right of Way


Resolved: That the route indicated on the map (Copy attached) be approved as an official right of way, including a short pathway intended for disabled users between points A-Z.

7.  Minutes and Reports  (Cont)





(86/08)
6. Annual Estimates 2009/10, Riddy


Resolved: That the annual budget of £5191.20 plus £500 contingency and £500 for topping ragwort and thistles be put forward for the Estimates process.

9. Annual Estimates – 2009/10, Pinnacle

Resolved: That the annual budget of £3,000 be put forward for the Estimates process.
(d) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 6th October 2008
Resolved: That the minutes, including Exempt Minute no (18/08) which had been previously circulated, be received, ratified and adopted as a correct record.
(e)  Minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th October 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
8.  Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme

Resolved:  To set the charge for photocopies at 10 pence per sheet where a charge is to be made for providing information under the scheme.

9.  Rent Review Sandy Football Club

Resolved:  That the Town Council increase the rent for the pitch and the pavilion at Bedford Road to £381.00 for 2008/2009.

10.  Banking Arrangements of Council

Resolved:  That the Repair and Renewals Account should be closed and the balance be transferred to the Interest on Capital Account.
 8. Reports from Representatives 





(87/08)
Cllr Aldis reported on a Safety Forum meeting concerning Bedford Road Recreation Ground.  This followed on from the public meeting identifying this as one of the priority areas, together with nuisance vehicles in the Market Square and Youth Engagement.

Cllr Aldis also reported on a meeting of the Town Plan steering group where a range of strategies for advertising the Plan more widely were discussed.  The next public meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd December 2008 in the Council Chamber.

8. Reports from Representatives   (Cont)



(87/08)
Cllr Aldis spoke about a piece of land owned by Mid Beds District Council in Beeston. This has in the past been the subject of a planning application for social housing, which fell through because of access problems.  Preliminary discussions with officers at Mid Beds District Council have indicated that some, at least, of the land may possibly be able to be released for use as allotments.  However, the officers also felt that it would be more appropriate to wait for the formation of Central Bedfordshire before the matter was considered in more detail.

Councillor Aldis has raised the matter with the relevant portfolio holder and received a similar response.  It appears that although there is a moratorium on the District Council disposing of its assets before April 2009 this could be done with the agreement of its partners, South Beds District Council and the County Council.

Resolved: That this issue should be referred to Planning, Parks and Open spaces Committee meeting to be held on 3rd November 2008.
9.  Clerk’s Report 








(88/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 30.09.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for September 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.9.08
Resolved:  That the Quarterly Income and Expenditure Statement ending 30th September 2008 which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

3. Consultation on the making and enforcement of byelaws

Resolved: That the Clerk should be requested to respond to the consultation, saying that Sandy Town Council welcomed the implementation of this procedure for making bye-laws.  It also recognises that enforcement is a key issue in the process.  It hopes that there will be the opportunity to widen these powers in the future.


4. Sandy Community Safety Forum

Resolved: That Cllrs Blaine and Aldis be requested to represent the Town Council at forthcoming meetings of the steering group dealing with Bedford Road Recreation Ground and that Cllrs Bartlett and Broughton be requested to represent the Council at meetings of the steering group dealing with traffic nuisance in the Market Square.

10.  Oral questions from Electors 





(89/08)

There were none.
11.  Confident Communities Fund/CCTV




(90/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 90/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (14) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention, investigation or prosecuting of  crime”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
12. Car Park Proposal







(91/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 91/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquiaition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
13.Farmer’s Market




(92/08)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: (a) That Sandy Town Council should hold a Farmer’s Market on the first Saturday of each month, starting on Saturday 6th December 2008.

(b) That the fees charged should be the same as those for the Friday market.

(c) That stallholders will be required to erect and dismantle their own stalls and take any rubbish they generate away with them.
(d) That the member of staff on duty at the regular morning surgery should be responsible for collecting rents and the running of the market and during the afternoon the staff of the Tourist Information Centre should be requested to oversee the market in case of problems.

(e) That both the Friday market and the Farmer’s market should be advertised as widely as possible, any cost to be taken from the fees collected in rent.
14.  Press Release. 








(93/08)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the holding of a Farmer’s Market in Sandy
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	10/10/08

109/08


	08/01868/FULL

Barclays Bank plc

1 Churchill Place

Canary Wharf

LONDON

E14 5HP


	Full application for increase in height of brick wall to rear and installation of new metal security gate to foot of steps at rear of building at 2-6 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3,5,6,6a and Sandy Pizza & Kebab, 8 Park Road and Gordon Goodwins Funeral Service c/o 17 Cottage Road, Sandy notified.

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

27/10/08

28/10/08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


9

